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Welcome	
  to	
  The	
  Birch	
  School!	
  

•  Its	
  about	
  the	
  Students!	
  
– Rela(onships	
  
– Values	
  
– Opportuni(es	
  
– Challenge	
  
– Confidence	
  
– A	
  place,	
  not	
  just	
  a	
  building!	
  



The	
  Big	
  Picture	
  
Preparing	
  to	
  make	
  your	
  Learning	
  Plan	
  

	
  	
   	
  
Agree	
  to	
  Birch	
  
School	
  Ideas	
  
and	
  community	
  
engagement	
  

Choose	
  Honors	
  
or	
  Basic	
  

Gradua(on	
  
track	
  

	
  

Learn	
  about	
  
classes	
  and	
  
op(ons	
  
available	
  at	
  
Birch	
  

Consider	
  personal	
  learning	
  
goals	
  and	
  areas	
  of	
  interest	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  possible	
  projects,	
  	
  

Create	
  	
  PERSONAL	
  LEARNING	
  STATEMENT	
  	
  to	
  guide	
  you	
  .	
  	
  Your	
  Statement	
  
will	
  appear	
  on	
  your	
  Project	
  Foundry	
  Homepage	
  each	
  (me	
  you	
  login.	
  



	
  	
  



	
  	
  



Planning	
  your	
  Path	
  

•  	
  	
  	
  

Review	
  Subject	
  
Area	
  Credit	
  
Goals	
  for	
  
Gradua(on	
  

Match	
  Credit	
  
needs	
  with	
  
available	
  

classes	
  in	
  each	
  
subject,	
  where	
  

possible	
  

	
  

Iden(fy	
  other	
  
student(s)	
  to	
  
work	
  with	
  on	
  
a	
  course	
  or	
  
project,	
  	
   Iden(fy	
  an	
  

individual	
  
project,	
  course	
  
or	
  field	
  
experience	
  for	
  
remaining	
  
subject	
  area	
  
credit	
  needs.	
  	
  



Plug	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  Plan	
  
Update	
  your	
  Gradua(on	
  Learning	
  Plan	
  

•  	
  	
  	
  

Use	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  to	
  
record	
  your	
  
goals,	
  your	
  
work	
  progress	
  
and	
  completed	
  
Learning	
  
Targets.	
  

Complete	
  a	
  
Project	
  

Proposal	
  Form	
  
or	
  Class	
  

Request	
  Form	
  
on	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  and	
  

submit	
  

	
  

Iden(fy	
  
learning	
  
Targets	
  or	
  
Review	
  Rubric	
  
for	
  each	
  
Course,	
  
Project	
  or	
  
Experience	
  

	
  
Meet	
  with	
  your	
  
advisor	
  to	
  
review	
  and	
  
approve	
  your	
  
Plan	
  for	
  the	
  
quarter.	
  



Choose	
  from	
  many	
  template	
  op(ons	
  



•  Write	
  a	
  project	
  proposal	
  or	
  class	
  request	
  for	
  
each	
  course	
  



Plug	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  Plan	
  
Update	
  your	
  Gradua(on	
  Learning	
  Plan	
  

•  	
  	
  	
  

Use	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  to	
  
record	
  your	
  
goals,	
  your	
  
work	
  progress	
  
and	
  completed	
  
Learning	
  
Targets.	
  

Complete	
  a	
  
Project	
  

Proposal	
  Form	
  
or	
  Class	
  

Request	
  Form	
  
on	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  and	
  

submit	
  

	
  

Iden(fy	
  
learning	
  
Targets	
  or	
  
Review	
  Rubric	
  
for	
  each	
  
Course,	
  
Project	
  or	
  
Experience	
  

	
  
Meet	
  with	
  your	
  
advisor	
  to	
  
review	
  and	
  
approve	
  your	
  
Plan	
  for	
  the	
  
quarter.	
  



Project	
  Foundry	
  Course	
  Request	
  Form	
  



Sample	
  Pond	
  Study	
  Proposal	
  



Plug	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  Plan	
  
Update	
  your	
  Gradua(on	
  Learning	
  Plan	
  

•  	
  	
  	
  

Use	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  to	
  
record	
  your	
  
goals,	
  your	
  
work	
  progress	
  
and	
  completed	
  
Learning	
  
Targets.	
  

Complete	
  a	
  
Project	
  

Proposal	
  Form	
  
or	
  Class	
  

Request	
  Form	
  
on	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  and	
  

submit	
  

	
  

Iden(fy	
  
learning	
  
Targets	
  or	
  
Review	
  Rubric	
  
for	
  each	
  
Course,	
  
Project	
  or	
  
Experience	
  

	
  
Meet	
  with	
  your	
  
advisor	
  to	
  
review	
  and	
  
approve	
  your	
  
Plan	
  for	
  the	
  
quarter.	
  



Iden(fying	
  Learning	
  Targets	
  



Looking	
  at	
  Project	
  Skills	
  



Plug	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  Plan	
  
Update	
  your	
  Gradua(on	
  Learning	
  Plan	
  

•  	
  	
  	
  

Use	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  to	
  
record	
  your	
  
goals,	
  your	
  
work	
  progress	
  
and	
  completed	
  
Learning	
  
Targets.	
  

Complete	
  a	
  
Project	
  

Proposal	
  Form	
  
or	
  Class	
  

Request	
  Form	
  
on	
  Project	
  
Foundry	
  and	
  

submit	
  

	
  

Iden(fy	
  
learning	
  
Targets	
  or	
  
Review	
  Rubric	
  
for	
  each	
  
Course,	
  
Project	
  or	
  
Experience	
  

	
  
Meet	
  with	
  your	
  
advisor	
  to	
  
review	
  and	
  
approve	
  your	
  
Plan	
  for	
  the	
  
quarter.	
  



Create	
  your	
  weekly	
  schedule	
  
•  Par(cipate	
  In	
  Advisory	
  Period	
  on	
  Monday	
  
Mornings	
  to	
  plan	
  your	
  work	
  and	
  keep	
  on	
  track	
  

•  Use	
  your	
  planner	
  AND	
  Project	
  Foundry	
  
•  Know	
  your	
  daily	
  classes,	
  quiet	
  work(me	
  and	
  
small	
  group	
  periods.	
  	
  In	
  other	
  words	
  Know	
  your	
  
Schedule!	
  

•  Take	
  your	
  planner	
  home	
  every	
  day	
  so	
  parents	
  can	
  
ask	
  to	
  see	
  your	
  record	
  of	
  work.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  haven’t	
  
completed	
  your	
  work	
  for	
  the	
  day,	
  you	
  may	
  need	
  
to	
  finish	
  in	
  the	
  evening.	
  	
  MAKE	
  SURE	
  YOUR	
  
PLANNER	
  IS	
  IN	
  SCHOOL	
  EVERY	
  DAY!	
  



Stay	
  Organized	
  

•  Use	
  Notebooks,	
  folders	
  and	
  binders	
  to	
  keep	
  
your	
  work	
  neat	
  and	
  organized.	
  

•  U(lize	
  a	
  storage	
  system	
  that	
  works	
  for	
  you,	
  
choose	
  from	
  several	
  available	
  op(ons,	
  or	
  
make	
  up	
  your	
  own.	
  

•  Use	
  your	
  Planner	
  to	
  track	
  (me	
  devoted	
  to	
  
various	
  projects	
  	
  

•  Keep	
  Project	
  Foundry	
  Journals	
  and	
  Time	
  Logs	
  
up	
  to	
  date,	
  preferable	
  daily	
  



DO	
  IT!	
  
Par(cipate	
  
in	
  Online	
  
Class	
  

Log	
  Work	
  
(me	
  in	
  PF	
  

Create	
  
Projects	
  

READ	
  

Go	
  to	
  
Class	
  

Do	
  some	
  
work	
  in	
  
the	
  

evening	
  

Community	
  
Service	
  

Journal	
  
Daily	
  

Watch	
  
Videos	
  

Field	
  Work	
   Internship	
  

Document	
  
your	
  Work	
  

Collaborate	
  
with	
  others	
  on	
  
group	
  work	
  

Use	
  your	
  
planner	
  



Geang	
  Credit	
  for	
  your	
  work	
  

•  Record	
  your	
  work	
  
•  Log	
  your	
  (me	
  
•  Self-­‐Assess	
  regularly	
  
•  Use	
  rubrics	
  before,	
  during	
  and	
  aber	
  your	
  work	
  
•  Par(cipate	
  in	
  Feedback	
  Circles,	
  solicit	
  input	
  
from	
  others.	
  



Recording	
  and	
  Keeping	
  Track	
  on	
  a	
  
Quarterly	
  Basis	
  

•  Keep	
  a	
  pordolio	
  of	
  sample	
  work	
  for	
  each	
  of	
  
four	
  quarters	
  

•  Present	
  at	
  showcase	
  twice	
  per	
  year	
  
•  Lead	
  your	
  Student-­‐Led	
  Conference	
  twice	
  per	
  
year	
  

•  Meet	
  with	
  a	
  Teacher/Advisor	
  for	
  a	
  “Credit	
  
Conference”	
  for	
  final	
  gran(ng	
  of	
  credits	
  each	
  
quarter.	
  	
  

.	
  



GRADUATION	
  

•  Comple(on	
  of	
  goals,	
  credits	
  and	
  learning	
  
targets	
  in	
  subject	
  areas	
  as	
  outlined	
  in	
  credit	
  
guidelines.	
  

•  Successful	
  “Capstone”	
  or	
  “Senior	
  Project”	
  
presented	
  and	
  defended.	
  

•  Cura(on	
  and	
  presenta(on	
  of	
  online	
  pordolio	
  
and	
  Student-­‐Led	
  Conference	
  Notebook.	
  	
  	
  



That’s	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  keep	
  track	
  of.	
  
Got	
  Ques(ons?	
  



Other	
  stuff…	
  
•  District	
  resources	
  available	
  
•  Homework	
  
•  Parent	
  communica(ons	
  
•  Project	
  Foundry	
  parent	
  mee(ng	
  in	
  Oct.	
  
•  Field	
  Trips	
  
•  PE	
  
•  Breakfast	
  &	
  Lunch	
  
•  Snow	
  Days	
  
•  Summer	
  Reading	
  
•  Devices	
  




